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Gleanings from the 

Pentateuch

Excursus:

Theology of the Law (pt 1)

Theology of the Law

Outline of the Covenant

1. Initial Covenant

� “The Ten Words” – spoken by God

� “The Book of the Covenant”

� Ratified by the people (Ex. 24:3-8)

Theology of the Law

Outline of the Covenant

2. Additional Items

� Details of the tabernacle and priesthood
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� Building of the Tabernacle (Ex. 36-40)

Theology of the Law

Outline of the Covenant

3. Leviticus

� instructions on sacrifices, the priesthood, 

cleanness, festivals, etc. 

� stipulates the blessings for obedience and 

penalties for disobedience

Theology of the Law

Nature of this Covenant

� Common Misconceptions

1. The Law was given as a means of salvation

2. The Law’s main purpose was to condemn

3. The Law demanded perfection

4. The Law stands in contrast to grace

Theology of the Law

Nature of this Covenant

1. It is an expression of God’s love

� ������� – God’s extended finger pointing 

out the path of life (“instruction”)

� Deut. 4:32-40: torah is the culmination of 

God’s ongoing love for His people

� keeping God’s torah leads to freedom and 

abundant life 
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Theology of the Law
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The law of Yahweh is perfect; restoring the soul;

The testimony of Yahweh is sure, making wise the simple.

The precepts of Yahweh are right, rejoicing the heart;

The commandment of Yahweh is pure, enlightening the eyes

The fear of Yahweh is clean, enduring forever

The judgments of the Lord are true; they are righteous 

altogether.

They are more desirable than gold, yes than much fine gold;

Sweeter also than honey and the drippings of the 

honeycomb.

Theology of the Law

Implication:

“How blessed is the man who…delights in the 

law ������� of Yahweh, and in His law �������
he meditates day and night.”       (Psalm 1:2)

The Law is worthy of our meditation 

and profitable for our instruction

Theology of the Law

Nature of this Covenant

2. It is the response to God’s love

� The Law was given in an existing covenant 

relationship with God  (Ex. 20:2)

� Essence of the Law is to love God and to 

love your neighbor

Theology of the Law

Nature of this Covenant

2. It is the response to God’s love

� This love is the out-working of authentic, 

saving faith in God

� Obedience required by the Law is the 

outflow of faith, not the meriting of God’s 

blessing

Theology of the Law

Implication:

� Obedience is the necessary outflow 

of authentic, saving faith

Theology of the Law

1 John 2:3-5

���������������������������������������������
���������������������������������

 �����������������!"����������������������#�����

�������$��������������������������������$����������
�$%����������������&

'%��������$�������������$����������������������
(��������$%����������$�������


